
Student Council considers 'homecoming theme 
by Pam DeGreef 

Although no action- has been 
taken yet,  Student Council 
members and assistan"t principal 
Gary Merkwan are currently study
ing the question of changing the 
Riggs homecoming theme. 

The issue was raised last year 
when Gene Fracek, Social Studies 
Director and Director of Indian 

· Education for the State D�part
ment of Elementary and Secondary
Education, wrote to local and
school newspapers condemning
the use_ of Indian dress ana tradi
tion in the homecoming ceremony.

Criticism was aimed at the
homecoming ceremonies again
this year when Daily Capital Jour
nal editor Terry Woster refuted the
practice in his weekly column.

"Whenever you con_sider making
a change such as this, you must go
slowly a.nd be sure of what. you
want to do," Mr. Merkwan said.

Both Fracek and Woster and
Mrs. Karen DeAntoni, English
teacher an.d a Riggs High alumnae,
have met with the Student Council

- the past several weeks to present
different points of view on the 
theme.

Don't let old habits and tradi
tions die so easily," said Mrs.
DeAntoni. "Students need to know
wh;, we use this theme. The real

· problem is how to educate_ the stu
dent' body, not changing the
theme."

On the other hand, Mr. Fracek
felt the current coronation is
mockery of the Indian people._ He 
said the relation between Indians

. and whites is not good and that
name calling and stereotyping ln

·dians should not continue in any
form.

Mr. Woster felt that if the school
is offending some people it should
be sensitive to their feelings and
eliminate the Indian theme
altogether. He asked what the In
dian dress has to do with the
Governors or a marshal! and
queen.

"There are pros and cons to both 

Riggs the(!,tre 
adds new scope 
to ''Spoon River'' 

Riggs' drama departmenC will 
present the play, Spoon River An
thology, November 8 and 9, at 7:30 
p.m., in the new theatre facility.

Dawn Clemetson, Gina Clemet
son, and Shayne White will star in 

· the play which is centered in a
cemetery in Spoon River, Illinois. 
The characters are dead when the 
play starts, but come back to life to 
tell their stories in poetry, whether 
they be happy, sad, b·itter, or 
melancholy. 

The - book of poetry which the 
play is based upon was written by 
Edgar Lee Masters and converted 
to play form in the 1960 s. 

The set will not be as large as 
usual due to the Up With People 
concert which is being held there · 
only a few weeks before. The 
lighting, however, will be much 
more spectacular than ever before 
as the lighting crew has 50 lights _ 
at their dispdsal in the new theatre 
in contrast to the-12 lights which 
they had last year in the gym. 

Mr. Henjum; director, says that 
he is pleased and excited with how 
hardworking the cast has been at 
rehearsals. 

sides," said Terry Miller, a senior 
and president of the student body. 
"On -one side you have the tradi
tion of the dress and ceremony 
since 1947. On the other side you 
have the possibility of offendin, 
Indian people by the dress. 

·"I feel it wouldn't make a dif
ference if we wear the costumes or 
not," Miller continued. "Royalty is 
more a popularity vote anyway:" 

An Indian student who recently 
moved · to Pierre, Jaimie Rivers 
said, "I don't really get into it, but I 

do respect the Indian way. I think 
the difficulty is mixing the old In
dian heritage with the modern 
elements of the ceremony. What 
you're, trying to say is confused. 

"It won't offend a lot of kids· 
because they try to avoid prejudice_ 
and racism," Rivers concluded. 

A Student CQuncil represen
tative, senior Mari Stenseth said, 
"I believe we should keep it, but we 
should make an effort to unders
tand what we are doing with the 
tradition. 
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"Right now," she. continued, "all 
we are doing is marching up in an 
Indian costume and getting crown
ed. You can see both sides of it 
really." 

Nothing is even close to being· 
decided,  acc ording to · Mr.  
Merkwan .. The dialogue will con
tinue until some type of agreement 
has been reached. The student 
council has no definite plans al 
this time, but all members are 
open to comments and sugges
tions about the issue. 
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Sc/tool board eyes -9-12 system 
by Connie Hudson & Brett Owens · Under the list of recommendations, sixth gradersRecommendations by- members of a school from Lincoln.and Washington schools would be mov-facilities survey team to move the ninth grader-s to ed to the Junior High School where a middle school Riggs for the 1985-86 school year have created a wave concept would be implemented. of concern among students, teachers, and the com- Committees ·of 14 members each have been formed munity. d The initial reasons for the move were that the ninth to get the public's opinion and to study the e uca-
_graders would be better suited for the senior high and tional system in other schools which now have a mid-

dle school with grades 6-8 and a .high school with the requirements made by the Board of Regents could grades 9.12.. ·-be more easily attained at Riggs, according to Prin- Mr. Lonbaken is chairman of the committee for·cipal Roger Lonbaken. ·· 
moving the ninth graders to the senior high and Mr . The survey was _also commissioned to research Benson, Junior High principal, is chairman of the 1,;rowded conditions in the elementary sixth grades, committee for moving sixth grade to the junior high. particularly conditions at Washington School. 

Some people feel the system is fine now and 
should not be changed. Mr. Lakner, assistant prin
ci'pal at the Junior High said, "Why fix it if it's not 
broken?" 

Riggs English instructor. Karen DeAntoni said, "We 
have education at its prime-as it should be with room 
to teach and room to work with students. I believe 
that the morale in a school is very important, and I 
believe that every teacher at the high school feels . 
that morale wil-I diminish if· we add · 200 more 
students." 

Although some students are against the move, 
ninth grader, Tami Witte said, "I like the idea. It would 
give the ninth graders a better chance to learn." 

TRAFFIC JAM? ... Rlggs students move through the hall on the way 
to class. Proposal to move ninth graders to senior high raises ques• 
tions of facilities space. 

Carl Evanstad, an eighth grader stated, "It really 
doesn't matter to me·. I guess I wouldn't mind being 
up at Riggs·with everybody else." 

Emerald Re_giment wi-ns fourth; _co_nt_inu_ed_P_·8 ___ _

cancellation ends season 
l.n·. s· ·,deBy Robbie Miller ing. Other than that, though, we 

really did a great job," said Mr. Up-Pierre Riggs High Emerald Regi- sahl. ment had a disappointing end to 
an otherwise positive season this The · planned performance at 
year. The Brookings Optimist mar- half-time of the Mitchell game was 
ching competition was cancelled also cance-lled, due to absence of ' 
due to the poor weather con.di· key members'. It was hoped that by 
tions. performing that night, the Regi-

The Emerald Regiment had been ment could perfect their routines 
working hard for many weeks to for the next day's Brookings Com-
compete ·at this, their last perfor- petition; 
mance of the 1984 season. Regi- Mr. Upsahl was asked to sum up 
ment members were disappointed. the year. "We did get off to a slow 

"It hurts bad," said director Paul start, but I think we finished equal 
Upsahl. "The �ids really improved or better to previous years," com-
a lot since Luverne. They ac- mented Mr. Upsahl. 
complished what they set out to . Although the year is o�er for rifle 
do/' . and flag corps members, it is only 

The Regiment p·laced fourth at beginning for the rest of the band 
the Luverne Tri-State competition. !llembers. The concert and stage 
It was held on Sept. 29. Their only bands are starting their seasons 
other performance was at the Sept. now. ·The concert band wiJI per-
28 ,homecoming game against form at the annual Christmas con.-
Aberdeen. cert this December. Pep Band also. 

"We had a few pr9blems with ex- performs at 18 athletic events dur-
ecution, marching, and maneuver- ing the year. -

Child Abuse ... 
A national·con�ern 
p.6
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Major changes are being considered for the Pierre School Sy�tem. 
Most relevant to Riggs Is the proposal to move the ninth grade to 
senior high. 

The reason f'or the move Is that ninth graders are better suited to 
senior high with tenth, eleventh, and twelth graders rather than with 
Junior high according to Riggs Prlnclpal Roger Lonbaken. New Board 
of Regents requirements would be met more easlly If teachers and 
classes would be centered at one bulldlng Instead of two. 

.With this proposal have come questions as to the condltloa:a and 
size of the school facllltles. There are presently 541 students enroll
ed at Riggs. Moving next year's ninth graders would add 197 
students. Classes would be Increased and possibly moved to dlf• 
ferent rooms. Adjustments would have to be made in gym f aclllties 
to accommodate both ninth and tenth grade P.E. classes. Also the 
600 lockers In school would need to be shared by students. 

We feel that moving ninth graders to senior high would have 
educational advantages if facllltles were stlll1 adequate. However, ad• 
ding approximately . 200 students would appear· to cause over
crowding of halls, lunchrooms, classes, and. study halls to the point 
that It would no longer be beneficial. 
. A committee has been set up by the school b�ard to formulate 
public opinion Into a report. Principal -Lonbaken is the chairman of 
this committee composed of both teachers and parents. Concerned_ 
individuals should direct their opinions to committee members. 
Community Input Is vital to settle this Important Issue. 

I love the ideas people g_ive me 
for my column. Friends, Romans 
and countrymen give me 
input...this is great just in case I 
ever run out of ideas. The last 
batch of ideas came from the 
cross country team during prac-
tice. 

"Why don't you ever write about· 
the Ooobie Brothers?" Smitty 

I 

asked. 
"The Ooobie Brothers?" _ I 

rep\ied. 
"Yea, they haven't had a good 

write up in a long time." 
Actually, I don't know why I have 

never written about my running (I 
know why I have never written 
I 

Letter----
Dear Editors and Students: 

I appreciate the point of view in 
your September 27th editorial, but I 
do disagre'e with it. 

At a time when most school 
boards are so deficient in funds' 

' that they cannot pay teachers a 
farr salary, why do we continue 
wasting money on courses that do 
not emphasize the basic skills that 
yo4ng people ne�d if they are go
ing to survive in the modern world? 
. No matter what their futures, all 

.students need to acquire a basic 
understanding of the world in 
which they live through the study 
of science, history, and govern
ment. More importantly they need 
to relate to that world positively 
and productively through the ac
quisition and development of 
basic skills such as arithmetic, -
reading, writing, and speaking. 
- If the activities of a course are
not· i m proving these basic 
understandings and basic skills 
every day, then students are being 
cheated and fax dollars are being 
wasted. 

I realize that such an emphasis 
in education might not be popular 
because it would be mU'Ch easier 
to get high grades in less serious 
coursework. But, the real impor
tance of an education is not in the 
final grades. It is in what the stu
dent.actually learns. 
Sincerely, 
Governor William J. Janklow 

of my friends also help by asking 
about the Ooobie Brothers). Maybe 
I thought it was boring, maybe I 
think I talk too much· about it as it 
is or maybe I didn't have a good 
e�ough reason to. writ� about it. 
Until now. 
. If anyone fol lows the - cross 
country _team, he knows we're not 
doing too badly; and, individually, 
I'm having a pretty good year. But, 
I'm an idiot if I think I'm doing it 
alone.· 

· Si.Ire, I put in all those miles and 
work, and for that I guess I'm the 
only one who can take c.redit. But, I 
must admit that a lot of .times I felt 
like going cruisin' rather than run-
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ning seven miles. 
That's when everybody else 

would come into play. First of all, 
there's my family. They. let me 
unload on them when I'm angry or 
disappointed, .and I try to share 
with them when I'm successful. 

Next there are my ru·nning 
coaches who've yelled at me for 
the last three years in practice. 
And there are the rest of the 
coaches who've.asked how I'm do
ing, congratulated me on a suc
cessful effort, or asked me wtiat 
happened when I screwe_d up. 

Most important are the other 
. guys. They work really hard in prac-

tice: Go to the meets· and get 

beat by 20 guys. It's tough. I know 
it has happened to me before. But I 
know the coach appreciated the ef
fort, and I do too. More than one 
time I kept going because they 
were just behind me. 
, What ca11 you say about the _ 
girls. They had the courage and 
heart to stay out despite there be
ing no team. That says something 
about their no-quitting character. 

I appreciate everyone, especial
ly all of my "coaches" who offered 
advice and the rest of the team 
who make up the real "heart" of 
the t_ea'm. They're the people with 
the courage and guts to go the 
distance. 

What the people say 
A great deal of controversy has 

arisen over recent suggestions by 
a Pierre Board of Education study 

· committee to move the ninth grade
,to Rigg_s High and the sixth grade
into the junior high for a middle
school-type program.

A public forum to discuss the
suggestions drew· few high school
students, but the issue has had
considerable informal discussion
by the Riggs students body. Here
are a few of these comments.

How do you feel about moving
the ninth graders up to Riggs?

Carrie Thelen (Sr.): No, because·
we don't have enough room and
the problem they are trying to
solve is overcrowding in the
elementary schools.� 

Mark Gran (Jr.): Well let me tell 
. ya, I think. it will be O.K. We could 
use more peopl� up. here. Just 
think of all the support· we could 
g_et at sporting events. 

Roger Cutshaw (Soph.): I'm not 
for it because �here would be too 
many kids up here. There wouldn't 
be enough rooms and there would 

. be too many students in each 
class. I think they should solve the 
problem where it is, in the-elemen
tary schools. 

Kristy Corning (Sr.): It would be 
O.K., but there would be too many
kids and it would be crowded.
There aren't enough lockers for all

. of the people. How would they 
solve that? 

BOB SAHR ... "I think it's really 
stupid to move the ninth graders 
up because the classes are the 
right size now, and there would 
just be an overflow and too much 
crowding. And, the sixth graders 
are too young to move. Why not 
build another grade. school out by 
the mall?" 
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Gumbo, . Governor earns· All-State awards 
For the first time in at least 

seven years, both Riggs publica
tions, the Governor and Gumbo, 
were awarded an All�State at the 
South Dakota High School Press 
Convention held in Brookings. 

Last year's editor for the Gover
. nor was Suzi Stein and editor of 

the Gumbo was Marcine Schaatz. 
Terry Peterson, adviser of the 

Gumbo, commented, "We were 
pleased that we got All-State. It 
gives us some direction tq strive 

- for this year."
Governor adviser, Mrs. Laitala

said the award was a pat on the
back for the staff's long hours of
work and a recognition of "the
skills and decision making
abilities of some fine, talented
students."

"Earning an �II-State is. quite an
accomplishment when you con
s i_d er  the very  intense
competition," Mrs. _ Laitala said.
"South Dakota's student jour
nalists are every bit as aggressive
�nd competitive as· its athletes,

· Coach predicts
• • 

prom1s1ng year
·1 or debate team

Riggs High School Debate
Squad opens its season Nov. 9-10
at the McCarty Tournament in
Brookings. Varsity coach Ken
Larsen is looking forward to a pro
mising season. "We have· a
capable squad and a lot of squad
maturity," _he says. He believes
that this year's topic,. Resolved:

That the Federal - Government ·
should provide employment for all
employable U.S. citizens living in
poverty, will work out well for the
squad.

Huron and Rapid City Stevens
will be two of the st_rongest squads
this year, according ·to Mr. Larsen.
Huron won the National Tourna-
ment last year, and Stevens
qualified a team to compete at Na
tionals. Coach Larsen says, "We'll
be as tough as anyone by the end
of the year."

The varsity and junior varsity of
this year's squad are as follows:
Phil Hatch, Brian Weiss, Jason
Cool, Paul Robbennolt, �legra

Gomez, Jean Jackson, Thea Miller,
Cathy Miller, and Cheri Bartlett.

Novice members are: Darrell 
Beck

t 
Gina Clemetson, Brian Hem-

melmail, Steve - Maxwell, Robbie 
Miller, Matt Powers, Tammy 
Volmer, Chris Geiger, Jeff Post, 
Hethe 'Henrickson, Linda Marshall, 
Sharla Cass, Jeff Beougher, 
Robert Whetzal, Robbie Krogstad, 
Collete Pogany,. Dan Lerew, and 
Christi Yeager. 

Maureen and Terri Quigley will 
be doing individual events. 

One of the main reasons this 
year's topic is good is because it is 
easily understood by the lay

. person. Some topics in tne past re
quired very specialized knowledge. 

Two reasons the team should be 
competitive are squ'ad's en
thusiasm and the fact that there is 
a debate class this y�ar, for the 
first t.lme in several years. 

and there is just as much per
sonality and position involved. I'm 
proud of our newspaper staff." 

Among the highlights of the con
vention_ was the recognizing of AII
S ta  te  Journal ists  and 
Photographers. These Al I-State rs 

_ were chosen from the participants 
in the Publications Workshop held 

_ during the summer on campus at 
· South Dakota - State University.
From Pierre Lori Adams and Shelly
O'Day were I named AII-Staters,
with Adams also being named All-
Around Journalist. .

Many privileges are given to the
AII-Staters. They are eli'gible to
sp�nd a "day on the job" at a
newspaper of their choice. T�e
Publications Institute also ar
ranges for the journalists to spend
a day with a senator during the
legislative session.

D.J. Cline, direct.or of publica
tions at SDSU, stated, "Being nam
ed an All-Stater is the highest
honor a high school journalist can
receive in South Dakota."

, 

PRESS CONVENTION ... Senlors· Karen Powell, Connie Hudson, Thea MIiier, Michelle Scar.
borough, and Marl Ward display the All-State award they received at the.South Dakota High 
School Press Convention. (Photo by Kellen Levlsen) . 

Other activities at the conven
tion included a number of 
workshops rri photography, 
writing, and layout and design for 
both newspaper and yearbook 
journalists. 

lhe SDSHPA convention is the 
highlight of activities for student 
journalists across the state. The 
press association also sponsors 
various writing contests and the 
summer institutes. 

Hilding selects 
All-State chorus 
1984 members 

New members of the Rigg's All 
State Chorus are Stacey Stof
ferahn, Cassi Kuck, Mari Ward, 
Dc;1.rla Eisnach, · Jana Barker, Erin 
Keeler, Eric Lundeen, Byron Reed, 
Chris Mikkelson, Trent Deyo, John 
Higgins, and Je.ff Merkle. 

They are directed by Mrs.'Jackie 
Hilding and will meet at the Water
town Civic Arena on Nov. ·2.3 for 
the annual All State Chorus and 
Orchestra. 

This year's chorus performance 
includes "Heilig", "Exultate Justi 
In Domino'-', "Shenandoah", "Play 
Party", "O' Haq I Jubyls Lyre", and. 

ALL STATE MEMBERS ... Back row: Trent Deyo, Mrs. HIiding, Jeff Merkle, Middle row: Erle Lu_ndeen, John Higgins, Ch_rls Mlk_kelsen. Front row: Stacey Stofferahn, Erin Keeler, Darla::��t• Cassi Kuck. Not pictured: Jana Barker, Marl Stenseth, Byron Reed._ (Photo by Keith

·"Down In The Valley". A combined
Orchestra ahd Chorus number will
be the "Battle Hymn Of The
Republic". The Orchestra will per"
form to "Eamont Overture", "4th
Movement Symphony #4", and
"Farandole".

. 
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Yearbook beg�ns sales- campaign 

"Come to Governor Country." 
This invitation will be issued to the 
student body dur ing mid 
November when the Gumbo staff 
begins the sales' campaign for the 
1984-85 yearbooks. 

A music and slide presentation 
ro promote sales will be shown to 
the,entire student'body in the new 
theatre, according to Terry Peter
son, Gumbo adviser. The presenta
tion will be based on the book's 
theme "Come to Governor Coun-
_try." -

The 1984-85 yearbook will be 176 
pages of Riggs history in the mak
ing. It will feature color sections in-' 
ch.i,ding homecoming, the theatre 
dedication and the theme pages. 

"I think this is going to be a 
good book· with lots of human in-
terest features," Mr. Pet'erson said. 
"We are- planning on taking an in� 
depth look at the informal side of 
school as wel I ·as the usual 
coverage of curriculum and 
sports." 

·Editor for the current Gumbo· is
Lori Adams; assistant editor is 
Michelle Ulmen. 

"We have a good staff. They are 
excited and wil_l be chipping for 
another ALL STATE book," Peter
son said. 

The books will go on sale in mid 
November for $10. Persons outside 
the school who want to order one 
may contact Mr. Peterson. In
school sales will be conducted by 
the Gumbo staff. - Last year the 
staff sold 500 books. 

. . Guest conductors for the event
will _be Paul Ritter, Chorus and
George Trautwine, Orchestra.

Members of th1 All State are re
quired to have all their music 

. memorized by the time they get to 
Watertown. 

· All State Chorus members are
selected on the basis of their abili
ty to sing and on how well they.
know their music.

( FFA'ers begin fruit sales l
The FFA Club has started its an

nual fruit sales which will run now 
through Nov. 9. 

FFA members will be selling 
oranges, . apples, and grapefruit 
throughout the community. The 
fruit is expected to be available 
t>ec. 17-21. Anyone who _is not con
tacted by a FFA member may call
the Ag Dept. (224-4302) between
the hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to
order during the week of Nov. 5-9.

FFA officers elected for this 
year are president, Todd Larson; 
vice president, Gene Nelson; stu
dent adviser, Keith Garrigan; 
secretary, Julie Etzkorn; sentral, 
Chip Killingsworth; treasurer, Rich 
Trautman · and reporter, Casey 
Cowan-. 

Club activities includep an Oc
tober Halloween costume party 
which was held in the Ag shop for 
FFA members and Alumni. 
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Halloween Pranks 
by Paul Robbennoldt 

Halloween has rolled' around 
again, .and people's thoughts are 
turning to the weird .-and super- · 
natural. People who do not normal
ly believ� in ghosts, goblins, 
demons, and other monsters sud
denly find themselves caught up in 
the Halloween spirit when·all sorts 
of apparitions come to. their doors 
on Oct. 31. 

Most people don't believe in 
these strange beings and oc
currences, but if o·ne �appens to 
be on any strange mailing lists that 
send mailboxes full of junk mall, 
,he may realize some people actual
ly do. There are ads tor any number 
of things, but the main themes are 
usually related to witchcraft. 

Almost everyone has wished for 
supernatural ·powers at one time or 
another, maybe the power to read 
your teacher's mind before a big 
test, or just the ability to produce 
money out of thin air. 

Now, according to' the adver
tisements, you can do all thi.s and 
more. Advertisers claim you can 
learn to cast spells to do ·anything, 
including fulfilling your life's 
dreams, heal yourself of any ill
ness or wound, dominate others, 
travel through time and space, 
speak to the dead, and create 

_ money. 
If witchcraft can do all this, you 

maY, wonder why you never hear of 
anyone having all these powers. 
Tt}e · ads say the people with 
powers use them subtly. You 

· would never know if someone read
your mind, or if a candidate. in a
presidential debate mass hyp
notised everyone watching to get
votes.

Not all strange occurrences will
be· connec.ted to witchcraft on
Halloween. Throughout the ages it
has been a tradition for children to
play pranks on Halloween night.

'== 

· Fantasy or Reality?.
When Mr. McCrea was young, he 

didn't do any pranks, but he heard 
of his br<:>thers' pranks. They woula
place M-80's, large firecrackers, in
jack-o-lanternsand blow them up.
Once, they were a1mos't caught, 
but they claimed they had nothing 
to do with it and the person who 
_did it ran down the alley. They got 
away with it. 

Mrs. Weiss only heard of_ other· 
kids playing pranks in her youth. 
Once, a truck driver parked his 
truck where a night policeman 
could watch it, and when the 
policeman fell asleep, a group of 
kids took all the bales off the truck. 

Many people turned over 
outhouses, but Mrs. Weiss knew 
people who did something dif
ferent.- They would move the 
outhouses off the hole, and wait 
for someone to turn it over. 
Sometimes they would approach 
the outhouse on the wrong side, 

with f_oreseeable consequences. 
Both Mr. McCrea and Mrs. Weiss 

had heard of people who put 
manure in a paper bag and lit the 

_ bag on fir� on someone·s 
doorstep. Mrs. Weiss heard some-
one did it to a teacher. When these 

people came out· they tried to 
stamp the fire out with their feet. 

Mr. Larsen recalls when he and 
his best friend Larry decided to rig 
up a transmitter-receiver and com
municate . with trick-or-treaters. 
They put one in a tree and kept one 
In the house. When· kids would 
come by, they would start talking' 
and eventually ask them fo,r,--a /lug. 
Many children came to visit. Fan
tasy became reality for the kids 
that year. 

Beware of any strange occur
rences this Halloween. It may be 
-witchcraft, or it may just be a 
prank. 

The way we were - Homecoming 84 
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HOMECOMING '84 ... Plctured left to right clockwise: Drum Majorette Sandy Kern directs the 
band. Flag Corp adds color to the show. Emerald Regiment struts their stuff during halftime 
Governor fans catch the spirit from the seniors. Governor football team makes a grand en: 
trance. Mobsters (back) Lance Bauske, ·Eric Grossman, Darrel Lingle, and Scott Raue and 
(front) Chad Gutenkauf harass David Bren during kangaroo court. Homecoming royalty were 
S.th Irion and Scott Anderson. · · 






